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Some forms of hunting require the 
hunter to be as silent as possible. The last 


thing the hunter wants to do 15 startle the 


prey. Hunting upland game birds is different 


because the hunter's only chance to kill the 
prey is to startle it into showing itself. Other 
animals require the hunter to silently wait for 
hours on end until the animal shows itself. 
Successful upland game-bird hunters 

cannot sit still. They often walk several 

miles (km) on a hunt. They need to 


cover lots of ground. 







This young hunter | 
shot an upland iion 
called a pheasant. His 
hunting dog is a Lab, or 
-Labrador retriever. 








. They turn to man's 
best friend. Several 


breeds of dogs make 


excellent hunters. 





Upland game includes birds like pheasant, grouse, 
doves, pigeons, and quail. Unlike ducks, geese, and other 
waterfowl, upland game birds do not live in the wet 


lowlands. Instead, upland birds tend to live 
drier places. 


in higher, 


Upland game birds are usually very good at hiding. 
This means that they require a special kind of hunting. 













Bobwhite quail 
are upland game 
birds. They live in 
the United States 
and Mexico. They 

are known for their 

loud calls. 




















This upland game 
bird is a female 
spruce grouse. 
Spruce grouse live 
in the evergreen 
forests of Canada 
and the northern 
United States. 


Turkeys are usually 


not considered upland 


because turkey 


game 
< very different 


hunting use 
hunting methods. 

Upland game birds U 

fields. They аге often found In 


brush апа thickets. This can make t 
difficult to 56е. 


Many upland game 
birds have colorin 
< camouflage. 
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sually live in 
dense 
hem 


very 


g that 


acts а This 


Woodcocks, such 
this bird, are ely 
related to shorebirds. 
However, they live 
in forests and are 
considered to be 
upland game birds. 





arly impossible to 
moving. 


means that itis ne 


see them unless they are 
ers, Or males, are often 


Roost 
more boldly colored than the 

females, OF hens. This protects 

the females from danger by 


drawing predators to the 


roosters. It Is important 


to pay attention to this 


coloring because Many 
states outlaw the hunting 
of hens. You should check 
your state's Web site to 
find out which birds can be 

















This pheasant 
B а female. It is 
Important to learn to 
recognize male and 
female game birds 

before you set out on 

a hunt. 












This pheasant's 
bright coloring lets 
you know it is a 
male. Pheasants 
come from Asia but 
were brought to the 
United States many 
years ago. 
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hunted. Most states have seasons for all sorts 


of birds. Upland game birds are sometimes 
considered small game. 


Upland game laws allow hunters to shoot 
more animals than is allowed 


in big-game 
Or deer hunting. They also usually get more 
chances to shoot. 


Itcanbea very action-packed 
form of hunting. 











ot be a safe world if you 


It would n 
could just grab 
your dog, and start 
| fortunate that ther 
| ү laws. Before you can 

, must purchase a hunting 
Î} license.This is a piece of 
A paper issued by a state 


your shotgun, call 
shooting! We are 
e are hunting 
hunt, you 


Upland game hunters 
like this man, have to 
know how to hunt safely 
before they are issued a 
hunting license. 


Most st 
ates 
bea require 
t least 12 years ci 
ge 


to hunt. Y, 
. TOU 
ап adu USt hunt with 





Quail, such as this 
California quail, can 
be hunted in California 
from September or 


October through 
January, depending on 
AA what part of the state 
rr you are in. 









government that Proves that you Know how 
to hunt safely. You neeg to t 


safety course before your st 
a license. 


ake a hunting 


ate will give you 


It is important to hunt during the Correct 
season. Each animal has a hunting Season. 
It is only legal to hunt an animal during its 


season. Hunting »easons protect animal 





populations from being wiped out. Upland 
game seasons are usually in fall and Winter. 
You must know the legal limit for the animal 


you are hunting. This 15 also called 


your bag limit. Some states allow 
hunters to shoot four or more 
birds in a single day. 
Many states require 
hunters to wear blaze 
orange while hunting. 
People notice this color 
instantly. Blaze orange 
keeps other hunters 
from shooting in your 
direction by mistake. It 
also protects yoU from 
shooting other hunters! 








The blaze orange 
clothes and hats 

that these upland 
hunters are wearing 
Will keep them safe 
while they hunt. 
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Like most small game, upland game birds are 
hunted with shotguns. Shotguns might look like rifles, 
but they are very different. They have much shorter 
ranges. They do not shoot single bullets. Shotgun 
ammunition is usually called a shell. The shotgun 
shells used in upland game hunting are filled with | | 
small metal pellets. These pellets are called shot. 
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The red object here 
is a shotgun shell’s 
hull. The gray balls 
are shot. The metal 
cylinders are wads. 
They go between 
gunpowder and shot — JA 
inside a shell. A 










This hunter has 
opened his shotgun. 
You can see the shell 
in the top barrel of 
ће gun. The shell 
inthe bottom barrel 4 
was just fired. | explode а 
i. ЖЫ A makes it easier to hit sma 


targets. You should ask at a 
finding 






the shells 





When a shotgun is fired, 
nd scatter the shot. This 
Il moving 





- sporting store for help 
b the best shotgun for the 
& animal you are hunting. 

It takes a lot of practice 


to become good with a 


shotgun. The best way to 
practice Is to gO target 
shooting. Clay pigeons; 


) Б 


ont 
Жы. - Sites of groups 
of Ameri `Н, the Boy Scout 
National 22,219 the NRA қ 
опа! Rifle Association y 





targets to 


or skeet, are fun 
shoot. A clay pigeon 15 not 


4 real pigeon. It is a small 


disk made from something 
that behaves like hardened 


clay. Clay pigeon? are shot а | 
chines and fly SF Here, you can see a 

Frisbees. They | An A pe It Is 
ON. about to be fired out 

when hit by of this machine. 













out of ma 
through the air like 
shatter like clay pots 






This man is shooting 
skeet at a shooting 
range. You can see 
the red clay pigeon in 
the air, to the right of 
the shooter. 





it is SO 


do you shoot a bird if 


<r How 
T | 
~ hard to see! 
where huntin 

the picture. Hunting dogs can 
cover far more ground than a 


n the first place? This ts 
g dogs come into 


person Can. 
Not every breed makes 


a great hunter. People 
domesticated dogs 


thousands of years agO 
and learned how to breed 








German shorthaired 
pointers, such as 
this dog, are bird 

dogs. They are smart 
and have excellent 

senses of smell. 
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them. Breeding creates dogs that are experts 


at certain tasks. Dogs that are bred for 


upland hunting are often called bird dogs, 
The most Popular include pointers, setters, 
and spaniels. Some hunters use retrievers for 


upland game, but retrievers were originally 
bred for hunting waterfowl. 


X 








These dogs are an 
Irish red and white 
setter (left) and an 
Irish setter (right). 
Both breeds are 
great for upland 
bird hunting. 
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Bird dogs locate game by using their 
nses of smell. Most bird dogs 

g instincts. Expert 
eaching dogs 


excellent se 
are born with huntin 
trainers specialize int 

how to use these instincts. 

Owning a well-trained 
purebred bird dog can 


be very expensive. 









The best upland 
closely alee 
ely. It helps if 
spend a lot of ime 
working with your 
hunting dog. - 





Hunters and bird dogs work together as a team. The 
dog basically patrols the area for the hunter. Depending 


on the dog and its training, this area can be quite large. 
It is the dog's job to find the bird and the hunter's job to 


shoot it. Many hunters would agree that the dogs do most 
of the work! 











This bird dog 15 
looking for upland 
game birds in the 
high grass as Its- 
owner follows 

close behind. 




















This Irish setter Is 
flushing out a game 


bird. Irish setters 
birds must be scared 


Upland game 


E à E al-around 
m E s EN outof thelr hiding places. This iS 
| П ГА 
® called flushing. When a game 


retrieve birds. 
4. ^ bird is flushed, it takes flight. 
EA, Now the hunter has a chance 
to shoot. Spaniels, setters, 
and retrievers have strong 
flushing instincts. Some of 
these dogs even retrieve 


` | the birds for the hunters. 
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Bird do 

55, Su 
spaniels, ch as 
They also 


Cocke 
ar | 
е excellent hunters 















This vizsla is holding - 
point. Vizslas come 
from Hungary. They 
became popular 
hunting dogs inthe _ 
United States beginning 
in the 1950s. "n 





Pointers do not flush immediately, A 
good pointer “holds point" with its body 
and shows the hunter the location of a bird. 


The pointer must hold the point very still so 
that the bird does not flush at once. A good 
pointer will only flush when the hunter is 
ready and gives the command. 


Some upland game hunters use 


vehicles, such as four-wheelers, to 


cover more ground. This lets 
them hunt in areas that are 
hard to reach. They even 
use the vehicles to carry 


dogs and supplies. 
Other hunters frown on 











Pickup trucks are 
also useful when 
hunting. People use 
them to Carry gear 
to their hunting spots 
and to bring kills 
back home. 
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Always 
make s 
the location of әй е уои Кпоу/ 


ІП your party. You 


4 Want to sh 
Яғ oot a friend 
пу member by accidet 


by 
















Hunting dogs must 
get along well with 
each other and be 
especially well trained 


to hunt together. 





this because these vehicles leave tracks 

and create noise Pollution. Hunting Purists 

believe that hunting should be done on foot. 
It is possible to hunt with more than one 


dog. Dogs can be trained to Work together. 
Several dogs are more likely to flush game. 
If one dog goes on point, the others will join 
In. This is called honoring the point. Puppies 
can learn how to hunt by Working alongside 
veteran dogs. 
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There are hunters who prefer not to use dogs at all. 
They have to work extra hard in order to flush out game 
by themselves. This is tricky. Have you ever walked 
through thick, thorny underbrush? Imagine doing it 
while carrying a shotgun! 

Different hunters have different ways of working, but 
all good hunters have one thing in common. They put 





f While some upland 
hunters hunt on their 
own, other hunters, 
Such as the ones 
shown here, hunt in 
a group. 




















safety first. Hunting mean» using a deadly weapon. 
Never point your shotgun at another person. Never 


fire unless YOU know the coast is clear. Pay attention 


during your hunting safety course. tven experienced 


hunters can make mistakes. Vice President Dick 
Cheney accidentally shot one of his good friends on 


a quail hunt. Be careful! 





Be a careful hunter! 
Do пої load your 
shotgun until you 

are ready to use 

it. Always be extra 
careful walking with a 
loaded shotgun. 





Once you have had a successful 


D = hunt and reached your limit, there IS 
| «till more to do. HOW do you make 
these birds you bagged into a 


delicious meal? It is important 


i B © field dress your birds 


immediately. Otherwise, 
the meat will spoil. 
You will probably 
need an adult to help. It 
is always a good idea to 


















Two upland gam 
birds are e "i 
a brace. A brace of 

upland game birds is 
often tied and hung 
together as these 
pheasants were. 4 
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an make a delicious ү Nm 


meal. Here, a LI Dg EU hb 
pheasant is being | P ш - | 
served with bacon | сий = 
and kumquats. | | 
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bring a sharp knife on a hunting trip. You 


might also bring plastic gloves and garbage 


Dags. If you are hunting a long way from 


home, you should include a cooler filled 
With ice to store your birds. Do not forget to 


bring treats to reward your dog for a good 
day's work. 





Some people criticize hunter? for being 
cruel to animals. However, hunting 15 natural. 
People have hunted ever since We learned to 
use tools. Hunting 15 kinder to animals than 


some forms of farming. Grocery stores often 


sell meat from animals that were raised in 
cages and then killed. 

Hunting keeps the populations of upland 
game birds in check. In some places, these 
birds’ natural predators have been killed 
off or driven away. At times, the birds 
become pests. This has happened with 
pigeons in cities such as New York. 


New Yorkers even call pigeons rats 












Опе reason people VP % 
Ike upland game E. 
hunting is that it gives e Mo 
them the chance to ‘i Ma T 
spend time outdoors E, M 
with their friends ГІЛІ; 
families, and LR INT 
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upland game birds live 
Wild. They value 
nature, too! 
b. viet sae - 
SEE ҮЕ 
















Happy 


il @ Always be completely 
sure what your target 15 


before you shoot. 


@ Make sure you have a good 
pair of boots. Hiking boots 
will work well. You should 
break them in before you go on а 
long hunt, or your feet will be sorry. 


ме” 
p^ 
p 
im. 


map and use а 
go hunting, bring along a 


@ Learn how to read a 
of the area. That way you will 


compass. When you 
compass and a map 
not get lost. 


@ Always find o 
before you 90 hunting. 


ut about all your state’s hunting laws 





ur shotgun. 


(5) Never forget to clean yo 
They have better noses 


© Always trust your dogs. 
than you do. 


@ Remember to bring warm clothing, 
thick socks, and gloves or mittens. 


@ Always ask permis 
somebody’s property. 
© You need to aim in the directio 


® 


^ Practice with clay pigeons. 





including а hat, 


sion before you hunt on 


n the bird is flying. 





($5 Be careful! 
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Hunting 





Glossary 


ammunition (am-yuh-NIH-shun) Things fired from weapons, such as bullets. 


camouflage (KA-muh-flahj) A color or a pattern that matches the surroundings 
and helps hide something. 


criticize (KRIH-tuh-syz) To find fault with. 
domesticated (duh-MES-tih-kayt-id) Raised to live with people. 


field dress (FEELD DRES) To remove the parts from a kill that would make the 
meat go bad. 





instincts (IN-stinkts) Feelings every creature has that help it know what to do. 
predators (PREH-duh-terz) Animals that kill other animals for food. 
purebred (PYUHR-bred) Having to do with animals that are only of one breed. 


purists (PYUHR-ists) People who stick to what they see as the correct way of 
doing things. 


ranges (RAYNJ-ez) Distances things can travel. 

specialize (SPEH-shuh-lyz) To do something very well. 

thickets (THIH-kits) Bushes or small trees growing close together. 
vehicles (VEE-uh-kulz) Objects that move or carry things. 


veteran (VEH-tuh-run) Having to do with someone or something that has done 
a job for a long time. | 


waterfowl (WAH-ter-fowl) Ducks, geese, swans, and similar waterbirds. 
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B 
breed(s), 5, 16 


C 
chance(s), 4, 9, 20 


D 

dog(s), 5, 10, 16—20, 
22—24, 27, 30 

doves, 6 

ducks, 6 


G 
geese, 6 
grouse, 6 


H 

hunter(s), 4-5, 9, 12, 
16-17, 19-22, 
24—25, 28-29 


| 
instincts, 18, 20 


р 
people, 12, 16, 25, 28 
pigeon(s), 6, 14-15, 28, 30 
predators, 8, 28 

prey, 4 

puppies, 23 

purists, 23 


Мер Sites 


Due to the changing nature of Internet links, PowerKids Press has 
developed an online list of Web sites related to the subject of this book. 
This site is updated regularly. Please use this link to access the list: 
WWW.powerkidslinks.com/os/uh/ 
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ranges, 13 


$ 
senses, 5, 18 


T 
trainers, 18 
turkeys, / 


V 
vehicles, 22—23 


М | 
waterfowl, 6, 17 
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